Biography of Chaplain (Captain) Kevin James Gilbert
Chaplain (Captain) Kevin James Gilbert was born in Connecticut on December 6, 1961.  He earned a Bachelor of Arts in English from the University of Texas in San Antonio; a Master of Arts in Biblical Studies from Southern Christian University in Montgomery, Alabama; a Master of Divinity, also from Southern Christian University; and the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, where he majored in Systematic Theology and minored in both Patristics and New Testament Theology.  

Chaplain Gilbert is an ordained elder in the church of Christ.  He has ministered in rural, suburban, and urban areas throughout the world for over twenty years.  He has served churches in North and South Carolina, Texas, Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, and Hawaii.  He has also served as a missionary in Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands, and in Odessa, Ukraine.  His academic ministry included teaching at Southern Christian University; Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tennessee; and at Hawaii Theological Seminary (formerly International College and Graduate School), in Honolulu, Hawaii.  At the latter, he served as an adjunct instructor, professor, Executive Vice President, Provost, and as President and CEO.   
After leaving the Active Duty after nine years enlisted service, he served 17 years as a civilian minister and Army Spouse.  Upon his wife’s retirement from the Army Nurse Corps after 23 years of service, he received a direct commission as a U.S. Army Chaplain in June of 2006.  His military Chaplain education includes the Chaplain Officer’s Basic Course, the Chaplain Captains’ Career Course, the Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training course, the Battlemind Training-for-Trainers course, and the Strong Bonds Instructor Qualification Course, certifying in Family Wellness, the Prevention and Relationship Enhancement Program (PREP and Christian PREP) for couples, and the Premarital Interpersonal Choices and Knowledge (PICK) program for singles.  As an enlisted Soldier and NCO, he completed the Basic and Advanced Infantry Training courses; the Airborne Course; the Ranger Course (Honor Graduate); the Special Forces Basic Demolition Course; the Jungle Warfare Training Course; the Special Forces Survival, Resistance, Evasion and Escape (SERE) Instructor Qualification Course; the Special Forces Static Line Jumpmaster Course; the Special Forces Military Freefall Parachutist Course and the Special Forces Military Freefall Jumpmaster Course.
Chaplain Gilbert currently serves as Battalion Chaplain of the 100th Battalion, 442d Infantry Regiment, which recently redeployed from Operation Iraqi Freedom.  His previous assignments included service as a rifleman, grenadier, machine-gunner, team leader, and squad leader in the 1st Ranger Battalion, with which he participated in Operation Urgent Fury’s Airborne Assault landing to liberate the island-nation of Grenada in 1983.  While with the Rangers, he fulfilled additional duties as HALO team member, unit demolitions specialist, and unit SERE instructor.  He also served as a Squad Leader with the 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment, where his squad won the Super Squad competition.  His final enlisted assignment was as a as a Military Freefall Parachutist Instructor (“Black Hat”) at the U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School.  Chaplain Gilbert also served on Active Duty with the 9th Mission Support Command Chaplain’s office managing and teaching the Strong Bonds program from 2006-08.
His military awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, two Army Good Conduct Medals, the Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon with numeral 2 device, two National Defense Service Medals, the Iraqi Campaign Medal, the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal with Arrowhead device; the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Mobilization Device, the Army Service Ribbon, two Overseas Service Ribbons, the Combat Infantryman Badge, the Static Line Jumpmaster Badge, and the Military Freefall Jumpmaster Badge.
Chaplain Gilbert and Colonel (Retired) Barbara A. Sawyer Gilbert have been married for 21 years.  They have two children: his son, Benjamin Samuel, is a sophomore studying Automotive Science at Leeward Community College; his daughter, and Annelise Eden, is a freshman at the Punahou Academy.  
